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Bruce Abernethy BHMS (Ed) Hons, PhD

School of Human Movement Studies, University of Queensland

Bruce Abernethy is Professor and Head of the School of Human Movement Studies at the University of Queensland.  He holds a PhD from the University of Otago and is an International Fellow of the American Academy of Kinesiology and Physical Education and a Fellow of Sports Medicine Australia.  Prof. Abernethy has published extensively on the topic of movement expertise and skill learning and has a particular interest in the visual control of skilled movement.  

His research work has attracted competitive grant funding in excess of $2.5M with continuous funding from the Australian Research Council since 1989, as well as funding from other competitive granting agencies including the National Occupational Health and Safety Commission, the Motor Accident Insurance Commission and the Australian Sports Commission.

Ann Adams

Home Care Service of NSW, Sydney

Ann Adams is currently employed in the Occupational Health and Safety Unit of the Home Care Service of NSW as a Project Officer.  Ann's role involves identifying, developing, implementing and evaluating injury prevention strategies for the organisation.  Within this role Ann project manages strategies such as manual handling training, manual handling policy, procedures and practices, OHS assessment tools and Occupational Therapy Services.  Her role also includes providing a consultancy service to internal and external customers re manual handling issues.  

Ann is an Occupational Therapist and has worked with Home care for 4 years, the first of these being spent in the field conducting risk assessments and implementing control strategies in customers homes.  Prior to Home Care Ann worked primarily in Western Australia with a background in Spinal Cord rehabilitation, Home Visiting, Psychiatry and Community development projects.  

Christine Aickin

Workability of Sydney

Christine Aickin has spent the last sixteen years in both technical and management roles in the public and private sector in occupational health, safety and ergonomics. She held management roles with BOC Gases Australia Limited and Westpac Banking Corporation and a technical role with Worksafe Australia. For the last seven years she has been in private consulting specialising in the development, implementation and evaluation of occupational health, safety and ergonomics management systems. She is past board member of the Ergonomics Society of Australia and the Panel of the Register of Certified OH&S Auditors - Quality Society of Australasia and is a member of the NSW Branch Ergonomics Society Committee, OH&S Trust and the Safety Institute of Australia.

Her work, study and committee membership have given her experience in ergonomics, research, occupational health and safety systems, systems thinking, OH&S training, project management and a broad view of occupational health and safety management.

Sandina Bailey

CRS Australia 

Sandina Bailey is the NSW State Injury Prevention & Consultancy Coordinator for CRS Australia. She graduated from Sydney University in 1993 with a Bachelor of Applied Science in Occupational Therapy and in 1998 graduated from the University of NSW with a Master of Safety Science. Sandina's interests include Speech Recognition Technology and change management process associated safety. Sandina has worked for CRS Australia for 8 years, in various roles, from rehabilitation consultant to regional manager. Recently Sandina lectured at the University of Western Sydney in the area of Occupational Rehabilitation.

Kerryn Barton
Sir Charles Gardiner Hospital

Kerryn Barton is an occupational health ergonomist with Sir Charles Gardiner Hospital in Perth, W.A.  Together with her job share partner, Stroma Lawson, Kerryn has been the driver for change of patient handling practices throughout the Hospital.

Kerryn Barton commenced working in preventive occupational health in 1986 with the W.A.’s R.S.I. Task force. Since then she has worked as a consultant with the Evaluation and Education Services of WorkCover WA’s Rehabilitation Unit. Prior to moving back to the Health Industry, Kerryn gained experience in a range of industries including mining, hospitality and manufacturing.

Fiona Begg

Melbourne Health of Victoria

Fiona Begg is an occupational health and safety consultant with more than 15 years experience and expertise in ergonomics and the health and aged care industry. She is a Certified Professional Ergonomist and an accredited Occupational Therapist, and currently holds the position of Senior Consultant, Work Environment with Melbourne Health. 

Fiona worked for almost 10 years in a variety of roles with WorkSafe Victoria - one project being to facilitate the Workplace Design Working Party for the Health and Aged Care Project. A key outcome of this project was the development and publication of "Designing workplaces for safer handling of patients/residents". Fiona is a representative on the Victorian Department of Human Services Ministerial Advisory Committee for the Nurse Back Injury Prevention Program. She has recently been contracted by the Victorian Hospitals Industry Association to undertake a project funded by WorkSafe Victoria concerned with the implementation of the Design Guidelines.

Heidi Brandis 

CRS Australia (WA)

Heidi Brandis is the Divisional OHS Coordinator for CRS Australia in WA. She graduated from Curtin University in 1990 (B.App.Sc.OT), and travelled to USA where she worked for 2 years in a rehabilitation hospital in Providence, Rhode Island. Since 1993, Heidi has worked for private and government rehabilitation providers in vocational rehabilitation & ergonomics. She completed her Post.Grad.Dip. (Ergonomics) at Curtin University in 1999. Heidi's main areas of interest are in the design of computer/clerical workstations and raising employee awareness of OHS issues. She has been a member of the Ergonomics Society of Australia since 1995. 

John Brotherhood 
The University Of Sydney 

John specialises in exercise and environmental medicine. He has had extensive research experience in exercise, heat and cold stress, and occupational physiology in the laboratory and in the field in Antarctica, UK, Israel, Sudan, and Australia. He came to Australia in 1976, when he was Medical Director of the Institute for Fitness Research and Training in Adelaide. His research interests are in work and environmental physiology, occupational ergonomics, clothing physiology, and nutrition and performance. He teaches on exercise, health and disease and rehabilitation, thermoregulation, and work physiology.

Susan Brown

Health and Safety Ergonomics Unit of the UK

Susan Brown is a chartered physiotherapist and gained a MSc in ergonomics from Loughorough University in 1996.  She now works as a research associate at the Health and Safety Ergonomics Unit at Loughorough University.

Recent work includes development of back pain management program, based on quality management methods, as part of the UK governments’ healthier workplace initiative. ‘Back on Work’ aimed to reduce the levels of back pain in the workplace.

Roger Burgess-Limerick

The University Of Queensland

Roger Burgess-Limerick is a Certified Professional Ergonomist and lectures at the Department of Human Movement Studies, University of Queensland.  Robin's areas of expertise include biomechanical research and evaluation, computer workstation ergonomics, and manual handling.

David Caple

David Caple & Associates P/L of Victoria

An independent OHS consultant with 18 years in private consulting plus 7 years in corporate and research employment.

Technical experience includes ergonomic research projects in Sweden, Hong Kong, USA and UK, as well as OHS management projects in Australian funded by Worksafe, State Governments and the private sector.  Activities primarily involve industry level research and consulting as well as training, strategy development and legal briefings for a range of large and small companies.

Technical Qualifications:

B.Sc. (Hons) Monash University

Dip. Ed. (Sec). Melbourne University

M.Sc. (Ergonomics), Loughborough University, UK

F.Erg.Soc. Fellow, Ergonomics Society of UK

M.Human Factors/Erg Soc. USA

C.Erg.Soc. Certified Ergonomist, Ergonomics Society of Australia

Senior OHS Auditor, Quality Society of Australia

Experience:

Conducted industry based OHS consulting in meat, automotive, retail, mining, health, banking, manufacturing, hospitality, telecommunications, airlines and public sector industries.

Researched Australian OHS issues for NOHSC (Worksafe) and State Governments.

Evaluated OHS legislation, including cost benefit studies for State Governments.

Trained OHS managers, supervisors, OHS reps and employees in most industry

Provided expert witness advice in personal injury court cases.

Developed OHS strategy plans for major employers and government departments.

Provided technical advice to European Union and USA Congress hearings

Emily Clarke 
B. Human Movement Science, Undergraduate.  School of Health and Human Performance, Central Queensland University, Rockhampton, Australia.

Emily is a 3rd year Bachelor of Human Movement Science student majoring in Occupational Health & Safety.  Emily has completed advanced units in Biomechanics, Work Physiology and Ergonomic Analysis.

Catherine Cook

School Of Exercise and Health Sciences, University Of Western Sydney NSW

Catherine has worked as a part time lecturer in Occupational Therapy at the University of Western Sydney since 1995. Catherine commenced her career in health care in the field of nursing. Following two years working as a registered nurse, she returned to study occupational therapy. Catherine has worked in physical rehabilitation both in Australia and overseas and since 1988 in the area of occupational health and rehabilitation. Catherine is currently enrolled in doctoral studies at the School of Human Movement, University of Queensland, her supervisor is Robin Burgess Limerick. Her PhD research is in the area of computer related musculoskeletal disorders. 

Allison Crunden 

CRS Australia (Vic/Tas)

Employed as the OHS Business Development Consultant for CRS Australia (Vic/Tas). She graduated from LaTrobe University in 1991 with a Bachelor of Applied Science in Occupational Therapy. Allison has also completed Postgraduate Diploma in OHS at LaTrobe University and is currently undertaking her Masters in Marketing at Monash University. Allison is currently on leave from CRS Australia to explore other career options in the UK and Ireland.

Alan Duffett 

WorkSafe Victoria

Senior Ergonomist in the Ergonomics Unit of WorkSafe Victoria (the Health and Safety Business Unit of the Victorian WorkCover Authority) and an Inspector appointed under the Victorian Occupational Health & Safety Act. Alan's areas of expertise include legislation, manual handling, sprains and strains injury prevention and training
Roxanne Egeskov 

Department of Education Training & Industrial Relations in Queensland

Certified Professional Ergonomist and works at the Department of Education Training & Industrial Relations in Queensland. Roxanne's areas of expertise include legislation and standards (OHS and ergonomics), manual handling, musculoskeletal injury prevention, and ergonomics training and prevention.

Roger Fairfax

WorkCover NSW Sydney

M Safety Sc. Degree UNSW; a commercial aviation engineering background from QANTAS. He advised, managed and consulted in OH&S and ergonomics over a wide spectrum of engineering, construction and office related issues; a qualified OH&S auditor; 7.5 years with WorkCover NSW and now member of Construction Team; developed case management for OH&S management systems.  Executive member SIA and member Ergonomic Society of Australia. 

Shirleyann Gibbs

Gibbs & Associates Pty Ltd Sydney

Shirleyann Gibbs originally qualified as an occupational therapist (OT) and worked in rehabilitation centres in Sydney and London prior to establishing a private practice in Sydney.  As one of the few OTs not in hospital employment in the early eighties, she was invited to assist in workplace based injury prevention and rehabilitation.  She decided to seek further qualifications and successfully completed a MSafetySc and PhD at UNSW. Shirley-Ann won the 1999 Yea’s Liberty Mutual Prize for occupational safety and ergonomics research.  She is the current Editor of Ergonomics Australia and President of the Australian Contamination Control Society.

Dan Hawthorn

UNITEC Institute Of Technology of New Zealand

Dan Hawthorn is a senior lecturer at UNITEC, an institute of technology in Auckland, New Zealand. He teaches and develops courses in the areas of programming and user interface design in the Batchelor of Business Computing program. He also has a number of years of industry experience. His area of special interest is interface design for older computer users and he has written a number of papers on various aspects of this. He holds a Masters degree in Information Systems from Auckland University and is currently enrolled in a PhD in Computer Science with Waikato University.

Alison Heller-Ono

Worksite International of Canada

Alison is the president/CEO of Worksite International.  She became a licensed physical therapist in 1987, and in 1996, a certified Industrial Ergonomist and a Certified Disability Analyst.  The Institute of Management Consultants recently credentialed her as a Certified Management consultant, the first PT/Ergonomist to receive this certification.  She is a national and international speaker and has conducted numerous professional trainings on workers’ compensation, work injury prevention and management, ergonomics and the ADA. Ms.Heller-Ono is the author of “Your guide to developing an ergonomic process” and “Your Guide to Office Ergonomic Furniture and Accessories,” as well as numerous articles and publications. 

Stephen Hehir

Australia Post

Stephen Hehir is a certified practicing ergonomist and Board member of the Ergonomics Society of Australia. His formal qualifications include engineering, ergonomics, adult education and OHS. For his masters thesis from Latrobe University, he researched safety climate amongst organisations with good and poor safety performance and developed strategies for both creating and transferring high cultural performance within organisations. Stephen has worked in external and internal OHS and HR consulting roles since 1985, and was appointed as a senior consultant to the Human Resources Group at Australia Post headquarters in 1996. Working from a best practice platform, he has played a major role in Post's $600M network renewal called Future POST to ensure the safe design, introduction and use of automated mail processing and handling systems. Post have utilised behavioural based safety strategies to reduce their workplace injuries including a self observation program called Bsafe for postal delivery operations. His current work is the application of behavioural change strategies to performance improvement in areas other than safety. 

Max Hely

Safety Science Associates of NSW Sydney

Max Hely is an ergonomics consultant with some 25 years of professional experience in health, safety, security, and human performance environments. He has worked extensively with federal and state government OH&S authorities, universities, and in numerous corporate and industrial environments across many industry sectors, including transport, warehousing, manufacturing, retail, and health, as well as in sport/recreation, fitness and security industries. Formerly Chair of the NSW Branch of the Ergonomics Society of Australia and currently a member of the NSW Committee, he is a Certified Professional Ergonomist, has an Applied Science degree (Work Physiology & Biomechanics), a Science (Honours) degree (Psychology), and has partly completed a Doctorate (Human Factors & Ergonomics).

Mark Hennessy

Public Health & Safety Consultants

Mark Hennessy is Director of Hennessy Services Pty Ltd, consultants in public health and safety. He is a Certified Professional Ergonomist, with twenty years experience in ergonomics teaching and practice.

In 1999 he teamed up with an architect, Michael Harbour, to help the Victorian WorkCover Authority develop the guide Designing Workplaces for Safer Handling of Patients/Residents.
Janice Langan-Fox

University Of Melbourne of Victoria

Janice Langan-Fox is an Industrial/Organisational Psychologist in the Department of Psychology at the University of Melbourne. She has degrees from the University of East Anglia, University of Nottingham, and a Ph.D. from the University of Melbourne. Prior to employment in academia, which began in 1983, she worked full time in industry for over 10 years. She has taught a range of courses, including human factors and I/O psychology, and convened the graduate-applied program from 1992-1995. She has received 13 research grants and has more than 80 publications in a range of research areas including team mental models, skill acquisition, training, multimedia, and mental representations of complex systems. She also has been on industry working parties for Victoria Police and Australia Post and is a member of the Course Approvals Committee of the Organisational College.

Kwan Lee

Ergonomics Society of Korea

Dr. Kwan S. Lee is the president of the Ergonomics Society of Korea and serving as the general chair of IEA 2003.  He got his Ph. D. from the University of Michigan in 1982, M.S. in 1975 and B.S. in 1973 from Seoul National University.

He is currently a professor at school of Information and Computer Engineering at Hong-ik University in Seoul, Korea.  He worked as an associate professor at Louisiana State University from 1985 till 1994 and an assistant professor at Ohio University from 1982 till 1985.  He is a Professional Engineer.

Airdrie Long

Considered Solutions Pty Ltd of Sydney
Airdrie Long has undergraduate degrees in Computer Science and Electrical Engineering. She then pursued her interest in the interaction between people and work, technology and objects by completing a Masters of Biomedical Engineering from the University of NSW. She worked as an Engineer for Telecom and St Vincent's Hospital, Sydney before joining The National Institute of Occupational Health and Safety (Worksafe Australia) as an ergonomist in 1989. At Worksafe she worked in ergonomics research, consultancy and teaching. Since 1986 she has been a consultant ergonomist/biomedical engineer. She continues to teach ergonomics at the undergraduate level to engineers and product designers. 

Jennifer Long

University of New South Wales

Jennifer Long is an optometrist and an ergonomist, holding a Bachelor of Optometry and a Master of Safety Science. She currently works for the School of Optometry at the University of New South Wales in two roles: as the Professional Services Manager for the Optics and Radiometry Laboratory and as a Senior Staff Optometrist in the Optometry Clinic. Jennifer is responsible for occupational optometry in the Optometry Clinic, liaises with the sunglass and eye protector industries, and provides consultancy services in visual ergonomics and lectures to optometry students on a variety of subjects including ergonomics. Jennifer is a member of the ESA (NSW Branch) committee.

Kenneth Lorme

Healthplus Australia, Queensland

Kenneth has a graduate diploma in Ergonomics at La Trobe University, Melbourne in 1992 and a Master of Health Science, OH&S in Queensland Institute of Technology, Brisbane in 1999.

Kenneth is currently the Vice President of Chiropractors Assoc. of Australia (QLD), Director of James Cook Spinal Research Fund.  He is also a member of Ergonomics Society of Australia and Chiropractors & Osteopathic College of Australia/Asia.

Kenneth is practicing as a full-time chiropractic locum.  Interested in bringing ergonomic principles to patients for everyday use/ prevention.  Also involved in designing therapeutic braces/ goods.

Pepe Marlow

Pepe Marlow has an undergraduate qualification in Physiotherapy and a postgraduate qualification in Economics.  Since 1997 Pepe has worked as a consultant specialising in short-term projects in the OHS and injury fields. Her clients include both private and public organisations - individual employers, insurers, rehabilitation providers and the NSW WorkCover Authority.

Prior to 1997 she worked with the National Occupational Health and Safety Commission (Australia), where she was Manager Standards Development and Planning.  

One focus of her work has been analysis and demonstration of the cost-benefit of OH&S. While at the National Occupational Health and Safety Commission Pepe was responsible for oversight of contracts for the analysis of the cost-benefit of proposed new OH&S standards.  Since working a consultant Pepe has worked with Maurice Oxenburgh to develop a series of case studies on cost-benefit of OH&S.

David McFarlane

WorkCover NSW

David was a Professional Officer in the Ergonomics Section of WorkCover New South Wales until 1998. He is currently the Ergonomist for the Health and Community Services Team.

Pauline McGrath

Bankstown City Aged Care Of NSW Sydney

Pauline is a physiotherapist. She is a member of the Australian Physiotherapy Association NSW branch and also of the Association's Gerontology Special Interest Group being an active committee member of this group for a number of years.  She has been employed in the aged care sector for the past fourteen years and is currently employed by the Bankstown City Aged Care. This is a not for profit organisation which has five residential aged care facilities in the Bankstown area as well as CACP packages and a dementia day care centre. Pauline is their sole physiotherapist and is responsible for providing physiotherapy services for the residents of the aged care facilities as well as the organisation’s manual handling training. She was involved in the commissioning of the Bankstown City Nursing Village and is currently involved in the building of a new additional 100 bed aged care facility including a 50 bed dementia unit.  She regularly provides talks to community and carer groups on a variety of aged care issues associated with impaired mobility. She has a special interest in managing the safe mobility of the older person and particularly those persons with dementia.

Thomas Mitchell

Safety Systems Management of NSW Sydney

Thomas is the Director of Consultancy and Research for Safety System Management Pty Ltd. Thomas has been with Safety System Management Pty Ltd since its inception in 1992 in which time he has been involved in the initiation and execution of several research projects, the Co-ordination of short course activities. Thomas has had wide industrial experience in health and safety spanning twenty (20) years and previously he was Senior Research Officer/Lecturer with the Victorian Institute of Occupational Safety and Health at the University of Ballarat. He is a specialist lecturer in OHS and Injury Management for undergraduate, postgraduate and industry short course programs. Thomas has provided OHS&E training and consultancy services for industry, trade unions, and government inspectorates from throughout Australia. He has published three books and is committed to making significant contributions to his profession through solution-focused research, advice and education. Recently he has undertaken research projects for: 

* National Occupational Health and Safety Commission 
* BHP Special Research Program
* Australian Coal Association Research Program 
* Sth Australian Mining and Quarrying OHS Committee
* WorkCover New South Wales
Neelam Naikar

Defence Science and Technology Organisation of Victoria

Neelam Naikar is the Senior Research Scientist at the Defence Science and Technology Organisation, in Melbourne Australia. She obtained a PhD in Psychology from the University of Auckland, New Zealand in 1996. Her research interests include the analysis of work in complex systems, and the application of cognitive engineering principles to system design and acquisition, system safety, training, and the design of teams.

Maurice Oxenburgh BSc, PhD, CErg

National Institute for Working Life (Sweden)

Dr Oxenburgh gained his doctorate in biochemistry and, following training at the University of Sydney, changed careers to Industrial Hygiene.  He turned his attention to Ergonomics in 1979 and focussed his early work on the prevention of RSI.  In 1986, he was Guest Scientist at the Institute of OS&H in Stockholm where he led a multidisciplinary team working on interventions in office environments.

Since 1987, he has worked in ergonomics and occupational hygiene and published, in 1991, the internationally recognised book "Increasing Productivity and Profit through Health & Safety".  Dr Oxenburgh is a Fellow and Professionally Certified Member of the Ergonomics Society of Australia and a Full Member of the Australian Institute of Occupational Hygienists.  He is presently a guest research scientist at the National Institute for Working Life (Sweden).

Michael Patkin

Flinders University of South Australia

Michael Patkin retired two years ago from rural surgical practice after 40 years. He had the good luck to combine this with research into ergonomics, especially its application to surgery. In 1967 he published the first paper on the subject, and pioneered the ergonomic basis for microsurgery in the 1970s. 

He is the author of numerous papers and articles and has lectured widely in this subject. He is a past president of the Ergonomics Society of Australia, founder editor of Ergonomics Australia in 1967, and established CHISIG with the ESA in 1984. He is a past lecturer of the year for the Australian Computer Society, winner of a Prince Philip Industrial Design Award, and first Australian on the IFIP committee for human-computer interaction.

He remains committed to ergonomics as a vital component in the general human good, and looks forward eagerly to the International Year for the Normal Person.

Brett Pearce

Brett is a professional Officer involved in Human Factors research within the Air Operations Division of the Defence Science and Technology Organisation.  Brett holds a B.Sc (Hons.) degree in Psychology from the Flinders University of South Australia, and is currently completing a Grad. Dip. in Computing Studies at RMIT University.  His research experience includes cognitive work analysis, human- system integration, operational task analysis, human biomechanics and psychophysiological correlates of cognition.

Sara Pope

Department Of Employment, Training and Industrial Relations, QLD

Sara Pope completed a degree in Occupational Therapy at the University of Queensland in December 1999.  She has worked for the Division of Workplace Health and Safety Queensland (Department of Industrial Relations) since January 2000 as a project officer and ergonomics workplace health and safety inspector.  She is currently completing an ergonomics project titled 'Health and Safety in the Call Centre Industry'.

Kathleen Rockefeller ScD, MPH, PT

Safety & Health Assessment & Research for Prevention (SHARP)

Kathleen has over 20 years experience in physical therapy, ergonomics, education, and public health.  Currently the research physical therapist and ergonomist at SHARP (Safety & Health Assessment & Research for Prevention) within the Washington State Department of Labor & Industries,  she has also been the corporate ergonomist and physical therapist for US WEST Communications, a telecommunications company covering 14 states with 50,000 employees; and the department head of the Physical Therapist Assistant Program at Hesser College in Manchester, NH.

Rabindra Nath Sen 

Ergonomic Centre, Multimedia University
Prof. Sen is a Professor in the Ergonomics Centre, Multimedia University. He has worked as a Lecturer, an Assistant Professor, a Professor and the Dean in the Calcutta University and Central Labour Institute, Bombay. He has received the Technology Transfer Award of the International Ergonomics Association, Honorary Fellowship of the Ergonomics Society, U.K. and the Distinguished Foreign Scientist Award of the Human Factors Society, U.S.A. He has acted as an Editor / a Member of Editorial Board / a Referee / an Overseas Correspondent of Journal of Human Ergology, Japan, Applied Ergonomics, UK, International Reviews of Ergonomics, UK, Ergonomics, UK, Indian J. of Physiology and Allied Sciences, India. 

Andrea Shaw

Shaw Idea Pty Ltd, Victoria

Andrea Shaws' work in ergonomics focuses on organisational design and management, dealing especially with OHS management. In particular, she has undertaken considerable research and consultancy work in the area of positive performance measurement in OHS.  She has considerable experience in Australian enterprises, from the largest companies to some of the smallest.  Recent projects have included work in the meat, construction, metal, finance, mining, and manufacturing industries, as well as in the public sector. These projects have addressed the implementation of effective OHS management, identifying the drivers of improved OHS management, and OHS performance measurement.

Gareth Shepherd

The Intersafe Group of Queensland

Gareth has been a member of the InterSafe team since graduating in Mechanical Engineering in 1995.  During that time Gareth has been actively involved in a diverse range of activities including: accident investigation, onsite engineering, safety and ergonomics consulting; training, and O.H.& S. research.  For these purposes, many industrial sites have been attended across Australia.

Gareth has pursued further studies in fields such as psychology, anatomy and physiology, ergonomics.  Conference papers have been co-authored and co-presented at a number of national and international conferences and symposiums.  

Ian Simpson
Australia Post NSW Sydney

Ian Simpson graduated from the University of Sydney as an occupational therapist in 1990. He was employed with various occupational rehabilitation providers for five years, during which time he completed a Master of Science Degree in Occupational Health and Rehabilitation at the University of Wollongong. 

Since 1995 Ian has been employed with Australia Post as a senior occupational health and safety adviser. 

Ian is currently enrolled as a Ph.D. student with the University of New South Wales conducting research into the use of positive performance indicators in health and safety.

Mike Stevenson

Mike Stevenson is a retired consultant ergonomist with a professional engineering background.  As an Associate Professor at the University of New South Wales in 1986 he helped develop the Centre for Safety Science and was its first Director.  He also introduced the Graduate Diploma in Ergonomics offered by the Centre (now the School of Safety Science).  

In 1990 he joined Worksafe Australia as Head of the Ergonomics Unit and supervised numerous projects there, including interventions to reduce the risk of manual handling, office furniture standards and minimisation of slipping accidents.  As a consultant, he made an ergonomic study of patient handling by ambulance officers, leading to the writing of a training manual.

Leon Straker 

School of Physiotherapy at Curtin University

Associate Professor at the School of Physiotherapy at Curtin University.  Leons' expertise and main teaching areas include Physical Ergonomics, Ergonomics Theory and Practice, Occupational Health and Research Methods
Yvonne Toft

Lecturer in Ergonomics & OHS in the School of Health & Human Performance at Central Queensland University since the inception of the OHS programs in 1993 

Grad Dip OHS Curtin, M Health Sc QUT
MHlthSc research examined the relationship between engineering education and ergonomics in Australasia

Member of the Ergonomics Society of Australia & International Commission of Occupational Health

Stephen Ward

University of New South Wales

Stephen Ward is a lecturer in the Industrial Design program at the University of New South Wales. He studied industrial design at Sydney College of the Arts, graduating in 1977, and has spent most of his career in product design, including 9 years as principal of a design-consulting firm. In 1991 he gained a Graduate Diploma of Ergonomics at UNSW and in 1994 he took up a position at WorkCover NSW, as one of a team of ergonomists, working on a program to reduce manual handling injuries. At the conclusion of that program he moved to the OHS section of the Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) where he focused his attention on manual handling, machine safety and workplace design issues. Steve took up his current position at UNSW in June 2001. The paper he presents at this conference was prepared while at the RTA. Steve has an interest in bridging the gap between ergonomics research and design practice. He has presented papers relating to this theme at past ESA conferences.

Louise Whitby

Louise Whitby and Associates Pty Ltd
Louise has been employed in occupational health and safety since 1985 and specifically in ergonomics since 1990.  She has worked in both public and private sector organisations. 

In 1994 Louise established a consultancy.  Her expertise is in manual handling, occupational overuse, office design and general system of work issues.  

Key project areas have included the development of programs in manual handing, evaluation of a checkout workstation, adviser in office refurbishment projects, evaluation of patient handling aids / equipment and provision of expert witness services. 

While Louise has worked with a range of industries, including construction, manufacturing, printing, retail and government, she has a particular interest and considerable experience with the health and aged care sectors

Paul Yeow

Multimedia University Of Malaysia

Paul Yeow is a Lecturer in Ergonomic Centre, Multimedia University. He was a Quality Assurance Manager in Dovatron International, a Printed Circuit Board Assembly subcontractor, where he was responsible for the company's overall product quality, productivity and training. He was a Senior Quality Consultant in TQC Consultants, where he has helped many companies to attain ISO 9001 certification and improve quality and productivity. His areas of interest are in Physical Ergonomics, Quality and Productivity Improvements in areas of Manufacturing and Information Technology
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